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ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF 
THESSALONIKI – GREECE 

AUTH RESEARCH POLICY

Global distinction for the Classics of AUTh: 16th in 
the QS University Rankings

The Classics department of the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki (AUTh) is ranked 16th in the world by the 
2018 QS World University Rankings. At the same time, 
AUTh continues to belong in the top 51-100 Universities 
in the world for Archeology. Most importantly, Aristotle 
University is ranked in the top 101-150 positions in 
the fields of Civil Engineering and Environmental 
Sciences and in the first 151-200 positions in the fields of 
Architecture, Electrical Engineering, Agriculture and 
Forestry.

A significant improvement in AUTh’s performance has been 
observed according to the QS World University Rankings 
2018 compared to previous years’ performance. In 2018 
AUTh appears in 20 scientific fields of rankings and in 7 of 
them is ranked among the top 200 universities. Specifically, 
compared to 2017, there has been a rise in 10 scientific fields 
and wider scientific areas, whereas 13 remained stable and 

3 slightly declined. Finally, AUTh holds the first spot 
among the Greek Universities in 9 scientific fields: 
Classics, Archeology, Medicine, Law, Agriculture, 
Forestry, Chemistry, Environmental Sciences, English 
Language and Literature and Pedagogy.

According to QS, which in 2018 rated more than 4,500 
Universities, the fields of Engineering and Technology 
Sciences emerged as the top broad area of the Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki (item 222). In comparison to 
2017, AUTh increased performance in 10 specific or broader 
scientific fields. Besides, 7 of these fields are ranked in the 
world top 200 and 2 of them, as mentioned above, in the top 
100 universities worldwide. 

For more information: 

https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings

The University Research Policy has two main objectives: 
to promote quality and to foster excellence. The policy of 
excellence, aiming at the University’s distinction in the 
international research arena, is implemented by gathering a 
critical mass of scientific research projects, and adopting an 
interdisciplinary approach; it is further supported by setting 
up research teams and incorporating processes for innovation 
development in research activity. This policy also focuses on 
recognizing high individual performance, establishing new 

research units and fostering an environment that enhances 
innovative actions.

AUTh in the context of its research policy promotes and 
implements a series of actions concerning:

Excellence Awards: Excellence Awards are nominated to 
a wide range of excellent activities led by the contribution 
to research, the attraction of funds, the recognition of 
someone’s work and his/her contribution to the national 
and international scientific work, as well as the student 
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excellence (individual and student groups), the connection 
with society, and the significant administrative work.

Research Projects: Over the last five years AUTh has 
implemented more than 3500 Research and Technological 
Development Projects, mainly covering the scientific areas of 
the environment, information technology, communications, 
industrial technologies, transport, biotechnology, biomedical 
technology and health, agriculture, forestry, fishing, education 
/ language, history, archeology and social / economic sciences

AUTh Research Committee: its main goal is to support 
and manage research projects. AUTh Research Committee 
offers a wide variety of services, from information-funding 
opportunities services, educational seminars, proposals 
editing support to patent licences and royalty agreements, as 
well as project monitoring and financial management.

Centre for the Dissemination of Research Results: it has been 
designed to house the services of the Research Committee 
and to host activities necessary for the dissemination of 
research results. Besides office premises, there are also 
conference and exhibition facilities, used for the promotion 
and dissemination of products and services originating from 
research undertaken at the university.

AUTh promotes innovation by financing 71 patents 
on promising research results at national, European and 
international level and by supporting the creation of spin-off 
companies and innovative research applications. In addition, 
61 laboratories at AUTh, serving various scientific fields, have 
already been accredited, certified and offer quality software 
services to the market.

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTh) holds 
approximately 1,500 active bilateral agreements with 
European universities within the framework of the Erasmus+ 
Programme within which more than 10,000 incoming 
students, 14,000 outgoing students and 4,500 outgoing staff 
members realized an Erasmus mobility.  It also cooperates 
with 30 Countries within the Erasmus+ International 
Programme holding more than 70 inter-institutional 
agreements. The Department of European Educational 
Programmes (DEEP) has been actively promoting student 
and staff mobility throughout Europe since the first steps of 
the Erasmus Programme in 1987.  Its activities are not limited 
in the European Union borders; its active involvement in the 
Erasmus Mundus consortia has made possible the exchange 
with universities from the Balkans, Black Sea, Mediterranean 
Sea, Asia and Latin America. An increasing number of students 
from a wide area of countries and academic fields choose for 
their postgraduate studies the Erasmus Mundus joint masters 
and doctorates supported by AUTh.  

The action via the Erasmus+ framework on Staff Mobility for 
Training enables teaching, research and administrative staff 
to spend some weeks of training in an enterprise, organization 

or higher education institution in another participating 
country. Recently, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki has 
become active in the Erasmus+ International Programme 
extending educational cooperation beyond Europe handling 
approximately 400 incoming and outgoing student and staff 
mobilities.  

Further to the above, DEEP has been proposed as an 
example of good practices and positively evaluated by the 
National Agency in regard to its Erasmus+ administration 
like the Department’s development of the mobility point 
allocation system.  Additionally, DEEP has been suggested 
as an example of good practices in relation to the Erasmus+ 
International procedures (from programme application to            
programme implementation).  Moreover, AUTh is ranked first 
in Greece regarding students’ mobilities and one of the first 
in Europe for the Staff Teaching mobility.  Last but not least, 
DEEP offers a wide range of services to both students and staff 
managing the administration procedures of all actions under 
the Erasmus+ Programme servicing all 41 Schools of AUTh.

More information at: www.eurep.auth.gr 

DEPARTMENT OF EUROPEAN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES
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ERASMUS AND LIBRARY STAFF TRAINING WEEKS 

The Department of European Educational Programmes 
of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki is organizing 2 staff 
training weeks in Thessaloniki.

The 2nd Erasmus Library Staff Training Week which will 
be held from the 14th till the 18th of May 2018 invites library 
staff (librarians, information specialists, Library IT staff, etc.) 
to share ideas, knowledge and expertise. Such exchange 
may enable collaboration and provide solutions to common 
problems. 

The 8th Erasmus Staff Training Week will be held from the 
15th till the 19th of October 2018; its main purposes is to widen 

and strengthen the cooperation with our partner institutions, 
to share our different experiences on internationalization 
and to facilitate networking and establishment of new 
partnerships. Participants will be given the opportunity to 
learn from the experiences and good practices of the partner 
institutions and focus on relevant discussions such as 
exchanging ideas about fostering student and staff mobility, 
presenting their home universities as well as structures 
and working practices, discussing the current issue of 
refugee-migrants entering Higher Education, exploring and 
discussing special topics of interest, etc.
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The Department of European Educational Programmes 
is organizing the event “Universities’ Fair” which will take 
place on Tuesday, 17th of May 2018. During the event, 
Erasmus+, Erasmus Mundus and International students 
will have the chance to present their Home Institutions 
to their fellow Greek students of Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki as future outgoing students; they will also 
serve as ambassadors of their University and their home 
country and interact with the rest student community of 
the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki.

The Department of European Educational Programmes 
issued an Erasmus+ International Calendar 2018 which 
includes testimonials of incoming and outgoing students 
and staff who realized mobility within the Erasmus+ 
International Programme.

ERASMUS UNIVERSITIES’ FAIR

ERASMUS+ INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR



BUANEWS Balkan Universities Association E-Bulletin

BUANEWS 5

IONIAN UNIVERSITY

The Audio & Visual Arts Department of the Ionian University 
organised from May 20th to June 11th the 11th Audiovisual 
Arts Festival 2017, which featured a broad spectrum of artistic, 
scientific and educational activities, not only in Corfu, where 
the Ionian University is situated, but in the Greek capital as 
well.

Besides the various exhibitions and events in Corfu, this 
year’s festival presented a retrospective digital art show on the 
premises of the prestigious Athens Concert Hall (Megaron), 
where selected works by members of the department, 
graduate, postgraduate and Phd students as well as 
professors, together with works by internationally renowned 
artists, such as Eija-Liisa Ahtila, Barry Purves and Theodore 
Ushev were displayed. The Electroacoustic Music Research 
and Applications Laboratory of the Department of Music 
Studies complemented the exhibition with electroacoustic 
music concerts. Alongside the exhibition and the concerts, 
workshops, a masterclass and lectures programme were 

offered under the title “Art and Digital Culture”, with the 
participation of prominent guests and with a focus on the 
media of video art and animation. The two-day event was a 
joint production of the Audio-Visual Arts Department and the 
Athens Concert Hall (Megaron Bridges cycle).

In Corfu, the 11th Audiovisual Arts Festival included the 
successful organization of the 2nd international scientific 
conference entitled “Taboo – Transgression - Transcendence 
in Art & Science”, as a continuation of last year’s highly 
popular conference.

Finally, scheduled right after these events, the Corfu 
Summer School in Hybrid Arts integrated both Greek 
mythological inspiration connected with the Ionian Islands 
and the nearly unlimited possibilities of new media. The 
courses, offered in English, were theoretical and practical, 
including seminars from guest speakers in several locations 
connected with the thematic of the summer school. 

THE 11TH AUDIOVISUAL ARTS FESTIVAL 2017 
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The Music Department of the Ionian University organized 
the 8th Summer Academy in Choral Conducting for Children 
and Youth Choirs, directed by Prof. Miranda Caldi. Invited 
clinician for the 6-day course was the acclaimed conductor 
and Emeritus Professor of Toronto University, Ms. Doreen Rao, 
winner of 4 Grammy awards and celebrated internationally 
for her concerts and inspirational teaching. The Academy took 
place from July 1st - 7th, 2017 in the beautiful surroundings of 
Corfu town, in the historical building of the Ionian Academy, 
gathering many children and youth choirs from all over 
Greece and presenting an ideal opportunity for school and 
community choral directors to gain new experiences and 
insights in choral conducting and choral pedagogy. 

The daily itinerary of the academy was divided into 4 
sessions:  A workshop children’s choir with which Ms. Rao 
applied her methodology, vocal techniques for choirs, choral 
conducting techniques and question and answer period. In 
the evenings Ms. Rao worked on a selected choral programme 
with the participant’s choir. 

During the seminar, Greek children’s and youth choirs gave 
several beautiful evening concerts for the general public, 
while the academy concluded with the final concert of the 
workshop and the participants’ choir under the direction of 
Doreen Rao.

The Department of History of the Ionian University awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate to the President of the Republic, Mr. 
Prokopios Pavlopoulos, honoring his brilliant contribution as 
a scientist and academic teacher. The award ceremony took 
place on 21 May 2017 in the Ionian University Ceremonies 

Hall, in the Ionian Academy.

After his proclamation to an honorary Doctor of the 
Department of History of the Ionian University, in his 
acceptance speech the President referred to the historical 
development of the concept of the rule of law, its emergence 

HONORARY DOCTORATE DEGREE TO H.E. THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC MR. PROKOPIOS PAVLOPOULOS

THE 8TH SUMMER ACADEMY IN CHORAL CONDUCTING
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHOIRS
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LINKS

University website: http://www.ionio.gr/

University brochure in English: 

https://issuu.com/ionianuniversity/docs/final_brochure_2016_web_version

and gradual consolidation as a fundamental institutional 
guarantee of the organization and functioning of the State 
in general, and a democratic achievement of the highest 
order, especially insofar as the prevalence of the constituent 
elements of the rule of law is the one which has, in essence, 
initiated the safeguarding of human rights, establishing the 
basic constitutional clauses of respect for the value of man 
and the free development of his personality .

The President of the Republic was lauded by Prof. Nikolaos 
Karapidakis in the customary praising speech, while the 
reading of the Doctor’s Degree was done by the Rector of 
the Ionian University, Prof. Vasilis Chryssikopoulos. The 
ceremony was completed with the investment of the 
President of the Republic with the robe and the insignia of 
the Ionian University by the Rector of the Ionian University, 
and the President of the Department of History, Prof. Vaios 
Vaiopoulos.
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UBI Global Index ranking results, which compares 
entrepreneurship incubators of leading universities, have 
been released.  In the category of university affiliated 
incubators, İTÜ Seed has been ranked 2nd in Europe and 
3rd in the world. İTÜ Seed, one of the most important 
entrepreneurship programs, has been carrying out activities 
for the last six years within ARI Technopark.  Its achievements 
have made history. 

İTÜ POLREC, the first Turkish Scientific Polar Research 
Center, made its first expedition to Antarctica in 2016. The 
second expedition started on March, 7th, 2018 from Istanbul 
under the auspices of the Presidency of the Turkish Republic, 
the responsibility of the Ministry of Science, Industry and 
Technology and leadership of İTÜ POLREC. İTÜ POLREC 
team together with other scientists from different Turkish 
universities aim to do research that will help the international 
scientific community better understand the Antarctic 
ecosystem and the effects of climate change, and to scout 
sites for a possible permanent Turkish base on the continent. 
The team together will stay for six weeks. Within the next 
five years, Turkey wants to become the 30th consultative 
member of the Antarctic Treaty – the international body that 
oversees Antarctic governance.

With the “KASK” system, developed by Istanbul Technical 
University (İTÜ) Academic Member Prof. İbrahim Akduman 
and his team, brain damages caused by impact and embolism 
will now be diagnosed in the ambulance.  

Prof. Akduman introduced the new system, supported 
jointly by İTÜ and the Istanbul Development Agency (ISTKA), 
and said that the purpose of the production of this system 
was to prevent and reduce brain damages and fatality caused 
by impact and embolism in the ambulance. 

UBI GLOBAL INDEX RANKING RESULTS

İTÜ POLREC HAS STARTED ITS 2ND 
EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA

BRAIN DAMAGES TO BE DETECTED IN 
THE AMBULANCE WITH “KASK”
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