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The AUTh Library & Information Centre (AUTh Library) was 

founded in July 1927 and started operating in December of the 

same year. Currently, the Library and Information Centre is an 

independent decentralized unit of the Aristotle University 

of Thessaloniki, comprising the Central Library and its 45 

branches.  

The initial core of collection was formed by donations. Later, it 

was enriched by purchases and subscriptions. The collection 

includes manuscripts, books dating from the 15th century, 

maps, artifacts, etc. Currently the collection includes:

•	 More than 1.500.000 printed and electronic books 

•	 16.000 electronic journals (AUTh Library & HEAL-

Link  Consortium subscriptions)

•	 36 bibliographic databases (AUTh Library & HEAL-

Link Consortium subscriptions)

•	 More than 4.000.000 digitized pages from out-

of-copyright material (Psifiothiki digital library) and pages 

of papers, master theses and doctoral dissertations (IKEE 

Institutional Repository)  

The AUTh Library has successfully participated in three 

major operational programmes, co-funded by EU, in the last 

20 years. Thanks to these funds, the Library re-organized 

its services. The University Library now offers traditional 

services, such as acquisitions and cataloguing, rare 

collections and digitization, loan and ILL services, reference. 

The Library’s teaching support services include electronic 

coursepacks and library training. The research support 

services are electronic subscriptions, integration of search 

tools, scholarly communication services (IKEE Institutional 

Repository, Electronic Publishing) and support of the 

Hellenic Academic Libraries Consortium services (Electronic 

subscriptions, ERMS, NILDE, etc.). 

The AUTh Library often displays its unique collections 

and promotes its services by organizing or participating in 

exhibitions and conferences. All collections and services are 

also promoted through the Library’s social media accounts 

(Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram).

Some of the achievements of the AUTh Library are: 

•	 the foundation of HEAL-Link consortium in 1998, 

the launch of the first digital library in Greece in 2002

•	 the partnership with the AUTh Quality Assurance 

Unit and the IT Center in 2013

•	 the 13th IFLA BibLibre International Marketing 

award for the “ThessWiki” crowdsourcing project in 2015

•	 cooperation with the AUTh Laboratory of 

Cartography and Geographical Analysis and 5 Museums of 

Thessaloniki in 2016 and 

•	 the award of AUTh academic excellence in 2017. 

ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI

THE AUTH LIBRARY & INFORMATION CENTRE 
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4th International Conference “Education across Borders”: 
Education in the 21st Century –  Challenges and Perspectives. 

Workshop between the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the Peoples’ 
Friendship University (RUDN) of Moscow, October 3-5, 2018

The Rector of AUTh and President of BUA for the current 
year, Prof. Pericles A. Mitkas, held an address at the 
Opening Ceremony of the 4th 
International Conference 
“Education across Borders”: 
Education in the 21st Century 
– Challenges and Perspectives. 
The Conference (Florina, on 
October 19-20, 2018) was 
coorganized by the Faculty of 
Education in Florina, Greece, 
the Faculty of Education 
in Bitola, FYROM, and the 
Faculty of Education and 
Philology in Korçё, Albania. 

The Conference aimed at 
promoting an interdisciplinary 
dialogue, as well as exchange 
of ideas among researchers–educators on issues related to 
skills and competencies, values and ethics, critical thinking 
and soft skills, multilingualism and multiculturalism, 

sustainability, evaluation, accountability, and leadership and 
quality in education.

Prof. Mitkas noted that the 
ties between AUTh, as the 
former parent of the Faculty 
of Education in Florina, and 
the host University of Western 
Macedonia are still strong 
and getting stronger. He 
also extended an invitation 
to the later to become a 
member of BUA while 
considering the Conference 
a major contribution to the 
accomplishment of the 
mission and the vision of BUA. 
He concluded by saying that 
education can be used as a tool 

for building bridges and border crossings, as a tool to foster 
collaboration and mutual understanding.

In the frame of the Scientific Cooperation Agreement 
between the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and 
the Peoples’ Friendship University (RUDN) of Moscow, 
a workshop between the two Institutions took place on 
October 3-5, 2018. A twelve-member delegation visited 
the campus of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
(AUTh). RUDN’s delegation, headed by RUDN’s Vice-Rector, 
Prof. Larisa Efremova and the Heads of the Agrarian and 
Technological Institute, the Institute of Medicine, the 
Academy of Engineering, the Institute of Mathematics 
and the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, met 
with fellow colleagues from their respective Departments. 
Students and staff mobility, research opportunities and 
prospects of joint research and educational activity were 
thoroughly discussed during the Workshop. An ambitious 
joint two-year Master’s Program in Organic Farming 
between the School of Agriculture of AUTh and the Agrarian 
and Technological Institute of RUDN has started in October 
2018.
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The “Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle Studies,” A.U.Th. 
(DI.K.A.M.) was founded by the Senate of Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki on July 6, 2011, as an act of acknowledgment 
of the close bond that connects it with Aristotle, as well as 
an act of acknowledgment of the enormous impact of the 
Macedonian philosopher on the human thought for twenty-
four centuries. What makes this Centre unique, is both the 
fact that it is the only interdisciplinary Centre in the world for 
the study of Aristotle and that it is located a breath’s distance 
away from ancient Stageira, the place where Aristotle was 
born in 384 BC, and ancient Mieza, the place where Aristotle 
taught Alexander the Great. 

The primary purpose of DI.K.A.M. is to study and promote 
on a global scale, Aristotle’s work in a range of topics covering 
all major fields of philosophy, such as Logic, Metaphysics, 
Politics, Ethics, Poetics, Rhetoric, etc., as well as the main 
disciplines of   science, such as Physics, Biology, Medicine, 
Astronomy, Meteorology, Mathematics, Mechanics, etc. One 
of its goals is also to create programs for undergraduate and 
graduate students for the study of Aristotle. 

Some of the activities of DI.K.A.M. thus far are the following: 
Organizing of International Conferences & Colloquia, Cultural 
Promenades in the Footsteps of Aristotle and Alexander the 
Great, Lectures on Aristotle for the General Public in Greece 
and abroad, participation in International Conferences, 
editing of volumes on Aristotle and Conference Proceedings. 
Recently, the top events of DIKAM have been: (a) The 
organizing of the World Congress “Aristotle 2400 Years,” 23-
29 May 2016, at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, in 
ancient Stagira and in ancient Mieza. The Congress hosted 
the impressive number of 250 contributed papers from 43 
countries all over the world, 22 leading Aristotle scholars 
as invited speakers and 650 participants/attendees (b) 
the publication of the volume, Aristotle - Contemporary 
Perspectives on his Thought, edited by the President of the 
“Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle Studies,” Demetra 
Sfendoni-Mentzou, and published by the prestigious 
German scholarly Publisher De Gruyter (https://www.
degruyter.com/view/product/495383). The volume includes 

20 essays of the invited speakers of the World Congress. 
The Proceedings of the World Congress “Aristotle 2400 
Years,” with 118 essays of the Parallel Sessions will appear 
within 2018 (Publisher: Aristotle University of Thessaloniki). 
DI.K.A.M. is also planning to organize a Summer School on 
Aristotle in collaboration with the University of Beijing-
China, in ancient Stagira, primarily for Chinese students, but 
also for students from other countries.

The “Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle Studies,” A.U.Th. 
(DI.K.A.M.) has already established, and is open to proposals 
for, collaborations with other Universities and Research 
Centres in Greece and abroad. 

Links for more information about DI.K.A.M.: 

Website: www.dikam.auth.gr 

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/
interdisciplinarycenterforaristotlestudies/

World Congress “Aristotle 2400 Years”:

http://aristotleworldcongress2016.web.auth.gr/?q=en
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“For me it is a paradox, how we can be so rich, and at 
the same time so foolish that we do not make basic steps 
that could save millions of lives.” With these words and 
while referring to Aristotle’s 
economic theory, American 
Professor Jeffrey Sachs, 
one of the world’s leading 
economists and experts on 
sustainable development 
and poverty reduction, has 
received an Honorary Doctor 
by the School of Economic 
Sciences of the Faculty of 
Economics and Political 
Science of the Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki, 
granted by the Rector of the 
Institution, Prof. Pericles A. 
Mitkas.

Over the past two decades, 
the insight and intelligence of Jeffrey Sachs have helped 
many nations in their struggles for stability, leading the 
New York Times Magazine to call Sachs “probably the 
most important economist in the world.” He has served as 
a special adviser to the last three Secretary Generals of the 
United Nations, Antonio Guterres, Ban Ki-Moon and Kofi 
Annan. He has also worked with Pope John Paul II and 
served as an economic advisor to former Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, as well as to 
the governments of Bolivia, 
Poland and many more. He 
has twice been named among 
Time magazine’s 100 most 
influential world leaders. A 
survey by The Economist 
in 2011 ranked Professor 
Sachs as amongst the world’s 
three most influential living 
economists of the first decade 
of the 21st century.

An additional paradox of the modern economy is 
according to Prof. Sachs the fact that while complex and 
sophisticated energy systems based on renewable sources 

of energy have been developed, 
people still insist on forms of 
energy destroying the planet, 
explaining that the most 
complex challenge humanity 
facing nowadays is sustainable 
development.

Being a very enthusiastic 
supporter of the values of the 
work of Aristotle, Jeffrey Sachs 
always refers to Aristotle in 
his speeches and his writings, 
quotes his messages and even 
adapted Aristotle’s philosophies 
to current practices. During his 
speech under the title “Why 
We Need a New Aristotelian 

Economics”, he referred – among others – to addiction, 
noting that Aristotle had identified addiction as a sign that 
someone has exceeded his limits: “Addiction can destroy 
lives, and today people spend a huge part of their time 
trying to overcome their addictions. Addiction is today the 
largest industry in the US. What Aristotle did not predict is 
that modern economy would invent industries that live on 
addiction.”

PROF. JEFFREY SACHS HONORARY DOCTORATE 
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The identification of companions on the 
just started journey to address the issues 
of sustainable development in the wider 
Black Sea region is the priority of the newly 
established Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network (SDSN) Black Sea, the 
launching event of which was held on October 
25, in Thessaloniki, in the presence of the 
head of SDSN Global, Professor at Columbia 
University, Jeffrey Sachs, and the Rector of the 
Aristoitle University of Thessaloniki (AUTh), 
Prof. Pericles A. Mitkas. The newly established 
SDSN Black Sea node will be hosted AUTh. 

Prof. Sachs praised the tremendous 
importance of the establishment of the SDSN 
Black Sea Chapter, since – as he pointed out – the 
Black Sea region constitutes a very vulnerable 
ecosystem, which at the same time has to 
confront with challenges such as economic 
transformation and youth unemployment.

Nicolaos Theodossiou, Professor of Water 
Resources Management at the School of Civil 
Engineering, was appointed as chair of SDSN 
Black Sea Chapter. Prof. Theodossiou set as first 
goal to get in touch with the 110 Universities, 
from 12 different countries in the Black Sea 
region, to inform them of the new project that 

is already supported by Rectors of Universities 
within the region and to take advantage of the 
enormous potential that needs to be activated. 

The Rector of AUTh and President of the 
Black Sea Universities Network (BSUN), 
Prof. Pericles A. Mitkas stressed that “AUTh 
will lead the effort. The network will consist 
of representatives of 12 Black Sea region 
countries and will aim to monitor the course 
of the countries and advise governments to 
reach the 17 UN goals faster” and noted: “The 
fact that Prof. Sachs is present in today’s launch 
of the SDSN Black Sea Chapter, shows the 
world’s confidence to AUTh. Our University 
has the expertise and know-how to actively get 
involved in such an educational networking 
initiative in an area that is vital to Greece in 
various fields”.

“The Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
is proud because a node of the SDSN in the 
areas of the Black Sea is starting today”, said 
the Rector of AUTh. “We are trying to give the 
people of our countries the opportunity to 
contribute to this global effort, for the planet 
to proceed in a different way, and for humanity 
to deal with the very important problems of 
poverty or uneven development”.

ESTABLISHMENT OF SDSN BLACK SEA 
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Within the framework of the commemorative year 2018 
dedicated by TURKSOY to the commemoration of the 90th 
anniversary of the birthday of the Kyrgyz author  Chingis 
Aitmatov and the 125th  anniversary of the birthday of the 
Kazak poet Magjan Jumabayev were organized  panels at the 
International VISION University – Gostivar and Department 
of Turkic Language and Literature of the Faculty of Philology 

of the  Saint Cyril Methodi University- Skopje. 

The Panel was carried out by TURKSOY and International 
VISION University. Academicians from Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Turkey presented papers on the life and work 
of both author and poet who left the considerable legacy and 
enriched the literature heritage of the Turkic World. 

International Vision University traditionally like every year, 
this year also on the 10th of November 2018 participated in 
the commemoration ceremony of the 80th death anniversary 
of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder of Republic of Turkey, 
at historical military school in Bitola. Delegation of Vision 
University and the large number of students participated 

to the commemoration ceremony.  Ceremony started 
with the moment of silence and Turkey’s national anthem 
was sung by participants. At the end International Vision 
University students left a written message on the book of 
commemoration to pay tribute to Atatürk.

INTERNATIONAL VISION UNIVERSITY MARKS 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ATATURK’S DEMISE

AITMATOV AND JUMABAYEV WERE COMMEMORATED IN MACEDONIA
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Within the scope of commemoration years of TURKSOY, 
Internation Vision University- Gostivar, hosted the second 
of the commemorative meeting of the 90th anniversary of 
the birthday of the Kyrgyz author Chingis Aitmatov and the 
125th-anniversary of the birthday of the Kazak poet Magjan 
Jumabayev. 

Since 2015, as part of their bilateral cooperation, 
International Vision University and Turksoy have taken part 
in many significant projects.   In this context, the rector of 
the International Vision University Prof.Dr Fadıl Hoca, due 

to his efforts and services to promote the culture and art of 
the Turkic World, received the “25th Anniversary Medal of 
TURKSOY”.

Prof. Dr. Hoca said that he is taking this medal on behalf 
of the International Vision University and its students. Prof. 
Dr. Hoca emphasized that with its administration, staff, and 
students, the International Vision University is always ready 
to support TURKSOY and its projects to promote the culture 
and art of the Turkic World.    

INTERNATIONAL VISION UNIVERSITY RECTOR HOCA RECEIVED 
THE “25TH-ANNIVERSARY MEDAL OF TURKSOY”
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