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AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY –PLOVDIV 

The Agricultural University – Plovdiv celebrated the holiday 
of vine-growers and wine-makers, known as Trifon Zarezan 
(Trifon the Pruner). It is also the official feast of the Faculty of 
Horticulture with Viticulture – a unique academic structure 
on the Balkans. The holiday is traditionally marked on 14th of 
February, on the edge of the winter going away and the coming 
spring, setting the beginning of the new agricultural season. 
There are many rituals performed to ensure prosperous and 
fruitful grape harvest, most of them dating back to Thracian 
times when remarkable wines spread the glory of our lands. 
This year the Deputy Prime Minister, the Chairwoman of 

the Parliamentary Committee of Agriculture, the Deputy 
Regional Governor of Plovdiv District, the Mayor of Plovdiv 
Municipality, local authorities, rectors and business partners 
jointed the academic staff and students of AU for the first 
pruning of vines on the University vineyards. 
Prof. Dr. Hristina Yancheva, the Rector of the University, 

greeted the guests and announced the start of the 75th 
Anniversary celebrations. She congratulated the students and 

staff of the Faculty of Horticulture with Viticulture on their 
professional day and presented the educational and research 
achievements of teachers and students throughout the year.
The tradition says that the strongest, healthy and generous 

man, who made the best wine of the year, is appointed the 
‘King of the Vineyards’. Engineer-technologist Lambrin 
Topuzliev was awarded the title ‘The King 2020’. He addressed 
the colleagues and guests presenting the collection of over 
450 cultivars and rootstocks on the University vineyards and 
the latest innovative research projects.
The University Winery, celebrating its Fifty Anniversary, is 

unique for experimental microvinification and production of 
boutique wines, possessing a rich collection of samples since 
its establishment. It is one of the 28 university cellars in the 
world, awarded a number of national and international prizes.
The pruning ritual was followed by Bulgarian folk dances, 

songs and traditional dishes, blessing that the more wine and 
food on the table on that day, the more generous the next 
harvest will be.

TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY OF VINE-GROWERS AND WINE-MAKERS 
TRIFON ZAREZAN AT THE AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY –PLOVDIV 
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ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY’S RESEARCH TEAM: IGEM THESSALONIKI’S 
GOLD MEDAL FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE INTERNATIONAL GENETICALLY 
ENGINEERED MACHINE COMPETITION, PRESENTING “POSEIDON”

iGEM Thessaloniki, is a multidisciplinary team of students 
of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki that participated 
in the widely known Synthetic Biology “iGEM” competition, 
which is held annually in Boston, U.S.A. The team presented 
the project “POSEIDON” and was rewarded with a gold medal 
for designing and experimentally proving their innovative 
idea. “POSEIDON”, which stands for Programmable 
Orthogonal Systems Engineered Into DNA Oligo Networks, is 
a DNA Computer which can provide novel solutions to basic 
science puzzles by being able of quantifying DNA-Protein 
interactions. The team designed multilayer molecular circuits 
that examine a protein’s properties and quantify its binding 
affinity towards a particular DNA sequence. The toolkit 

focuses on the needs of basic research; the use of low-cost 
materials and the ever-growing demand in the clarification of 
molecular interplay. Through this assay, we are able to identify 
the sequence-specific binding site of DNA-binding proteins, 
as well as possible mutations or epigenetic modifications that 
are responsible for the dissociation of these interactions. 

POSEIDON contributes to society by facilitating the work 
of the scientific community. By providing scientists with 
a universal and cost-effective method which can measure 
the binding affinity of a certain DNA sequence to a protein 
molecule or a Complex, iGEM Thessaloniki gives an extra tool 
for the study of diseases and the testing of drugs targeting 
specific proteins.

iGEM Thessaloniki’s team members:
Platon Megagiannis, Department of Medicine, AUTh

Sofia Moysiadou, Department of Biology, AUTh

Kristine Chanagkian, Department of Biomedical Sciences, 
Alexander Technological Institute of Thessaloniki 

Kiriaki Karava, Department of Biology, AUTh

Apostolos-Stefanos Ioannidis, Department of Pharmacy, 
AUTh

Aliki Athanasiadou, Department of Physics, AUTh

Charalambos Malathounis, Department of Chemical 
Engineering, AUTh

Ioannis Maliouris, Department of Informatics, AUTh

iGEM Thessaloniki’s Principal Investigators:
Aivaliotis Michail, Associate Proffesor, Department of 

Biochemistry, School of Medicine, AUTh

Mosialos Georgios, Proffesor, Department of Genetics, 
Development and Molecular Biology, School of Biology,AUTh

ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI
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ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI

THE EUROPEAN PROGRAM H2020 I-PROGNOSIS OF THE ARISTOTLE 
UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI WON THE ‘AWARD FOR THE MOST 
INNOVATIVE PROJECT IN HEALTHY AGING’ IN FRANCE

The European Program H2020 i-PROGNOSIS of AUTh won 
the ‘Award for the Most Innovative Project in Healthy Aging’ 
at the AgeingFit contest (https://www.ageingfitevent.com/) 
held in Nice, France. In the competition, which promotes 
innovation in the field of healthy aging, participated in more 
than 200 projects, and only 15 of them these were selected 
for presentation in the final phase in Nice.

The goal of the European i-PROGNOSIS project is to 
develop intelligent tools for timely detection of Parkinson’s 
disease and innovative solutions for maintaining the quality 
of life of patients. As part of the project implementation, 
the Research Unit of the Processing Unit AUTh Lab and 
Biomedical Technology developed an application in which 
keystroke data is recorded and analyzed on a smart touch 
screen mobile phone, to separate healthy people from 
patients with Parkinson’s disease. The data analyzed are 
related to keystroke rate and pressure when pressing keys, 
without the need to record the characters typed.

Published work (in English) https://www.nature.com/
articles/s41598-018-25999-0 

I-PROGNOSIS Project Website (English) http://www.i-
prognosis.eu/ 

Information on the data collection study http://www.i-
prognosis.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/iPROGNOSIS_
GDataStudy_PIS_Consent_GR.pdf 

IPrognosis application https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.iprognosis.gdatasuite 

Diffusion material http://www.i-prognosis.eu/wp-content/
uploads/2017/06/iPrognosis-App-PressKit.zip 
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SELFIE DAY AT THE MUSEUM HOSTED AT THE TROY MUSEUM
In order to increase interest in museums and ancient 

ruin locations throughout the world, the traditional 
“Selfie Day at the Museum,” initiated three years 
ago, was held at the entrance of the ancient ruins in 
Çanakkale.

This year it was hosted at the Troy Museum, the 
finalist of Europe’s 2020 Museum of the Year. To gain 
international recognition of Turkey’s museums and 
increase knowledge of museums among people from 

ages 7 to 77, the Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
this year organised through social media an award 
competition. For competition purposes, selfies taken at 
the museum were shared at #museumselfiedayturkey 
and #müzedeselfiegünü.

Among the “Selfie Day the Museum” participants was 
ÇOMÜ Vice President Bunyamin Bacak taking selfies 
and supporting the event.

ÇANAKKALE ONSEKIZ MART UNIVERSITY
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İSTANBUL UNIVERSITY 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE SUCCESS FROM İSTANBUL UNIVERSITY

İstanbul University has ranked as the second among 
82 universities of Turkey in the survey that is prepared 
by University Ranking Academic Performance (URAP) 
within METU Department of Informatics.

İstanbul University continues being science-oriented 
university with both national and international 
acquired successes. Getting prominent among the world 
universities, İstanbul University has shown the results of 
being a research university with scientific and academic 
studies by moving with the vision of a world university. 
İstanbul University that holds its historical and cultural 
accumulations to the future has achieved another 
success thanks to qualified education with the slogan 
“Science Bridge Connecting Past and Future”. 

In the ranking list where the world’s best universities 
rank and which includes 82 universities from Turkey, 
İstanbul University has achieved the second rank in 
Turkey while ranking 582 among 2500 universities in the 
world.

In the world rank, China has ranked the first among 
389 universities, USA has ranked the second among 
352 universities and Japan has ranked the third among 
141 universities. India has ranked the fourth among 137 

universities and England has ranked the fifth among 
105 universities in the list. Turkey has ranked the sixth 
among 82 universities after England.

Among the universities of Turkey, Hacettepe University 
has ranked 534, Istanbul Technical University has ranked 
698, Middle East Technical University has ranked 706 
and Ankara University has ranked 787.
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