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ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY 

The Laboratory of Sport Medicine of AUTh’s Physical 
Education and Sport Science Department was visited by 
the football players of the ARSIS Football Club, a team 
consisting of refugee children and youth promoting social 
integration. 

The medical check, which comprised of examinations, 
such as cardiogram, body mass index check, ultrasound, 
etc. was performed on more than 50 children and young 
people from Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Pakistan, Egypt, etc. 
who wish to play football, with the aim of issuing them 
athlete health cars. 

The members of the group are children who reside in 
unaccompanied children shelters in the areas of Oreokastro, 
Peraia, Tagarades and in social housing in Thessaloniki.

Sources: 
https://www.auth.gr/press/parochi-dorean-iatrikoy-

elegchoy-prosf/
https://arsis.gr/oi-nearoi-podosfairistes-tis-omadas-

arsis-foo/

Within the framework of the Program “Supporting 
interventions in Roma communities to strengthen 
access and reduce the dropout of education by children 
and adolescents in Central and Western Macedonia”, 
a Conference was held in Aristotle University. The 
Conference was attended by partners of the program, 
members of the academic community, education officials, 
teachers and principals of the cooperating school units, 
students, Roma students and parents and other interested 
parties.

According to the contributors, the implementation 
of the program primarily sought to address educational 
inequality and the marginalization faced by this particular 
social group, through the improvement of the conditions 
for the participation and inclusion of Roma children in the 
Greek educational system. 

In detail, the program includes educational, pedagogical, 
didactic, psychosocial and motivational activities and 
actions. These aimed at: a) strengthening the access of 
Roma children to all levels of education, from kindergarten 
to high school, but also encouraging young and/or Roma 
adults who have not completed compulsory education to 
participate in educational activities or re-connect with the 

educational system, b) the psychosocial and educational 
support of the Roma community, c) raising the awareness 
of institutions, the educational community and of the wider 
society, d) the organization, operation and strengthening of 
the access of teenagers and adults who have not completed 
compulsory education to lifelong learning and education 
structures, as well as e) the connection of local society, 
school and family.

FREE MEDICAL CHECK-UPS FOR REFUGEE FOOTBALLERS IN 
ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY 

CONFERENCE FOR SUPPORTING INTERVENTIONS IN ROMA 
COMMUNITIES

Figure 1 ARSIS refugee footballers getting check-ups in AUTh’s 
Laboratory of Sport Medicine

Figure 2 Photo from the Conference “We Stay in School”
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK TIRANA 

The University of New York Tirana accomplished great 
milestones and hosted notable events in 2023, including the 
opening of the East Campus and the launch of UNYT Press, a 
pioneering platform for scholarly research study. The institution 
organized international symposiums, curated cultural 
exhibitions, and conducted conferences on a variety of academic 
issues, demonstrating its constant devotion to intellectual 
exploration. The highlight of the year is UNYT Graduation 

Ceremony 23’, celebrating the accomplishments of its graduates 
and recognizing their potential as future leaders.

In a bold step, UNYT announced its impending relocation to 
a new campus that will exceed worldwide standards and reshape 
the educational environment. This exciting transformation 
demonstrates UNYT’s commitment to delivering an 
extraordinary learning environment, cementing the university’s 
status as a regional leader.

University of New York Tirana proudly 
announced the launch of UNYT Press at 
the University of New York Tirana! Our first 
published Book is a collection of academic 
research studies presented at the International 
Symposium on Turkish Teaching in the 
Balkans and Turcology. The symposium, 
organized by UNYT Balkan Research 
Center in September 2022, welcomed 
over 118 academic studies from esteemed 
academicians across Türkiye, Albania, 
North Macedonia, Kosovo, Serbia, Croatia, 
Greece, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan, and Azerbaijan. UNYT is thrilled 
to share this impressive collection with you!

The University of New York Tirana (UNYT) celebrated the 
grand opening of its state-of-the-art East Campus, which was 
attended by prominent personalities from Albanian and Turkish 
institutions, including the Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye 
to Albania, the President of the Turkish Maarif Foundation, and 
the Deputy Minister of Education and Sports of Albania. 

Prof. Dr. Erkan ERDEMIR, Rector of UNYT, emphasized 
the university’s growth, reopening of PhD programs, and 
increase in international students. Additionally, Albanian 
Deputy Minister of Education and Sports Dr. Albana Tole, 
emphasized UNYT’s internationalization efforts through 
numerous partnerships which was followed by Ms. Anuela 
RISTANI, Deputy Mayor of Tirana, who expressed delight in the 

city’s educational development. While H.E. Mr. Tayyar Kağan 
ATAY, the Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye to Albania, 
acknowledged rising investments and the strong partnership 
between Albania and Türkiye.

Located near TEG in Tirana–Elbasan Hwy Km 2, the new 
campus is spread across three floors, 3000 square meters, and 
provides an academic home for up to 600 students. The facility 
features modern classrooms, high-tech laboratories, and vibrant 
study spaces designed to support the academic life of our 
students. In 20 years, UNYT has been established as a dynamic 
multicultural leading center for higher education. University 
of New York Tirana vows to continue its endeavor toward 
Educating Tomorrow’s Leaders!

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR | GENERAL INFORMATION

UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK TIRANA LAUNCHES UNYT PRESS

NEWS EVENTS OF THE YEAR
UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK TIRANA EAST CAMPUS | 
OPENING CEREMONY
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK TIRANA 

The University of New York Tirana unveiled the 
“SUPERMOSTRA ‘22” exhibition, curated by the famous 
Prof. Luigi Prestinenza Puglisi, at a spectacular opening event 
at UNYT East Campus. Significant personalities from Italian 
cultural organizations and the architectural field attended the 
ceremony, including Mr. Alessandro Ruggera, Director of 
the Italian Cultural Institute of Tirana, architects, and UNYT 
representatives. During the ceremony, Prof. Dr. Erkan Erdemir, 
Rector of UNYT, emphasized the intersection of architecture and 
engineering in Albania, highlighting the collaborative nature of 
these disciplines.

Mr. Alessandro Ruggera, Director of the Italian Cultural 
Institute of Tirana, emphasized the importance of architecture 

in Italian culture and the exhibition’s role in showcasing Italian 
architectural innovation. While the exhibition’s curator, Prof. Luigi 
Prestinenza Puglisi, presented insights into “SUPERMOSTRA 
‘22,” a virtual presentation exhibiting the works of 22 Italian 
architects in 2022. The exhibition attempted to capture the 
contemporary state of architecture and to spark innovation in an 
era when architectural progress has decreased. Ilaria Olivieri, the 
exhibition’s co-curator, explained how the exhibition explores 
itinerant architecture and its distinct qualities. 

Compliments were received from several architects, 
emphasizing the necessity of human-centered architecture and 
gender-balanced design.

On September 7th, 2022, UNYT Balkan Research Center 
organized the International Symposium on “Turkish Teaching 
in the Balkans and Turcology”, in cooperation with several 
universities and other national and international academic 
institutions.

The purpose of the symposium was to identify the main 
current problems in the field of teaching the Turkish language 
and studies of Turcology in the Balkan, to offer solutions to 
these problems, to evaluate scientific research about teaching in 
Turkish language and studies in the field of Turkology and the 
translation of Turkish literature in the Balkans. The symposium 
brings to the center of attention the works and publications of 
the most vocal researchers in these fields, to reveal previously 
unstudied issues and themes as well as shed light on future 

studies. Representatives of Turkish and local institutions and 
organizations in Albania, Turcologists, academics, students, and 
other guests attended the program.

UNYT Rector Prof. Dr. Erkan Erdemir stated that the 
Foundation has a university and K12-level schools in Albania. 
Pointing out that UNYT offers undergraduate, graduate, and 
doctoral education, Prof. Dr. Erdemir said, “There are 670 
students from 17 different countries in our university. For now, 
we have a small boutique university. Of course, we aim to grow 
in a very short time. We have international agreements with 37 
universities from 17 different countries.” he said.

The symposium is planned to be held thematically in the 
upcoming years.

THE EXHIBITION “SUPERMOSTRA ’22” BY PROF. LUIGI PRESTINENZA 
PUGLISI COMES TO UNYT EAST CAMPUS!

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON TURKISH TEACHING IN THE 
BALKANS AND TURCOLOGY | OPENING CEREMONY
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK TIRANA 

The grand opening ceremony of the “2nd Conference 
in Business Research & Management (BRM): Business 
Research in the New Normal” marked a significant 
milestone as three prestigious universities, the University 
of New York Tirana, University di Tor Vergata Rome, 
and Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, joined forces to 
organize this remarkable event.

The ceremony commenced with the insightful remarks 
of Professor Eriona Shtëmbari, PhD, who spearheaded the 
conference organization for our university, and Dr. Matteo 
Cristofaro, from the University of Rome Tor Vergata, who 
brought profound expertise in the field of higher education, 
enhancing the conference with his valuable insights and 
extensive knowledge.

Following up, the baton was passed to Assoc. Prof. Juna 
Miluka, the Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Business 
at UNYT, delivered a warm and inspiring welcome to the 
attendees. This was followed by Prof. Lucia Leonelli, the 

esteemed Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Business at 
the University of Tor Vergata, who shared insightful words 
of encouragement and set the tone for the conference. 
Additionally, Prof. Santiago Broncano, PHD took the 
stage to deliver a welcoming speech, further fostering 
collaboration and exchange among the participants. 
Furthermore, we were privileged to welcome Prof. Dursun 
Delen from Oklahoma State University, whose extensive 
knowledge and expertise in business analytics provided 
valuable insights into effectively navigating the dynamic 
research landscape.

Finally, Ms. Virág Zsár, a distinguished Senior Grant 
Advisor at HÉTFA Group Research Institute and Center 
for Economic and Social Analysis, concluded the series of 
presentations, offering her expertise in grant advisory and 
research analysis.

We are greatly excited about the conference’s impacts 
and eagerly await the upcoming sessions.!

2ND CONFERENCE IN BUSINESS RESEARCH & MANAGEMENT (BRM): 
BUSINESS RESEARCH IN THE NEW NORMAL



BUANEWS Balkan Universities Association E-Bulletin

BUANEWS 5

UKLO has recently established a new practice of joining 
the celebration of the UN World Science Day for Peace and 
Development which is celebrated every November 10, highlighting 
the significant role of science in society and the need to engage 
the wider public in debates on emerging scientific issues, at the 
same time underlining the importance and relevance of science 
in our daily lives. The University management, led by the newly 
elected Rector, Prof. Dr Sc. Igor Nedelkovski, decided to mark 
this Day in 2022 by opening a new corner for student activities 
with a library – the Student Information Center, where UKLO 
students will be given an opportunity to interactively engage in 
a variety of extra-curricular activities, take part in debates on 
current topics and deal with topics of interest in the direction of 
building a career of young researchers. In the words of Rector 
Nedelkovski on the opening day, this is THE place to go to for 

our students as it is meant to provide the necessary cohesion of 
science and art and to invoke in them the love and appreciation 
of both. In parallel, it is the place for closely linking the academia 
with the industry and society for the purpose of ensuring that the 
wider community is kept informed of what the University does. 

Among the most prominent events held at the SIC is the 
series of workshops, known as the Non-formal Learning Project 
(outlined in the new Rector’s annual action plan). The Project’s 
aim is to enhance the skills and competences of our students 
through a series of structured trainings and lectures delivered by 
eminent academics and professionals. The particular significance 
of the Project is that it was practically designed with a great deal 
of student engagement and the resulting topics reflect their actual 
need and interests, expressed via a survey. The topics of the 
Non-Formal Learning were offered in two packages, Fostering 
creativity, innovativeness and stimulating learning environment, 
and Encouraging a modern research and creative approach. 

Following a couple of months of dedicated 
work and efforts, HISJ – a scientific publication 
of our University, has undergone a significant 
transformation and is ready for a new, upgraded 
edition, with  new content and new modality. 
The new approach to publishing at our 
University is coupled with the introduction of 
a respectable international editorial board that 
vouchsafes the improved quality of the Journal. 

Aside from this novelty, the Journal, 
whose first edition dates back to 2005, is an 
annual, international, interdisciplinary, open-
access, peer-reviewed scientific publication 
of University “St Kliment Ohridski” – Bitola, 
composed of two sections – A Section featuring 
articles from social sciences and humanities and 
B Section featuring articles from natural sciences 
and mathematics, engineering and technology, 
biotechnology, medicine and health sciences. 

Over the course of the years, the Journal has 
always been committed to upholding high 
standards of academic integrity and intellectual 
rigor. As it is free to access and read, the Journal 
makes scientific research available to a global 
audience of researchers, scholars, students, thus 
aiming at promotion of its interdisciplinarity 
and fostering collaborations among researchers 
from a variety of fields, at the same time enabling 
new discoveries, innovations and creative 
solutions to the emerging complex issues. 

Ever since its early days, the Journal is 
dedicated to providing an active international 
forum for analysis, research and debate in a 
broad range of scientific fields, bringing together 
established scientists and esteemed scholars, 
and, early-career scientists and doctoral 
students to give their input and contribute to 
greater exchange of ideas and knowledge. 

UNIVERSITY “ST KLIMENT OHRIDSKI” – BITOLA

STUDENT INFORMATION CENTER (SIC) OPENED AT UKLO ON 
WORLD SCIENCE DAY FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT

UKLO HORIZONS – INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL (HISJ) 
FOLLOWS THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF ACADEMIC PUBLISHING 
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TRAKYA UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY’S BALKAN POLYPHONIC YOUTH CHOIR RECEIVES 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL AWARD

“The ‘Balkan Polyphonic Youth Choir’ of Trakya 
University, composed of students, returned with an award 
from the International Choir Festival held in Çanakkale. 
This year, the Trakya University Balkan Polyphonic Youth 
Choir participated in the 7th Çanakkale International 
Choirs Festival. Under the direction of Instructor Zübeyde 
Omurtak from the Faculty of Education’s Music Education 
Department, the Trakya University choir received the 
‘Success Award in General Impression’ at the festival, where 
a total of 25 choirs, 19 from Turkey and 5 from abroad, 
performed.

During the festival, the 25 choirs from Mersin, Ankara, 

Manisa, Istanbul, Çanakkale, Denizli, Edirne, Iskenderun, 
Bursa, Siirt, Bulgaria, and Germany presented their works. 
The performance of the Trakya University Balkan Polyphonic 
Youth Choir at the Çanakkale International Choir Festival, 
which brought together the unique historical values and 
beauties of Çanakkale, was highly acclaimed by the audience. 
The choir performed at the Troya Museum, Barış Kordonu, 
and İÇDAŞ Kara Yusuf Congress Center, providing a true 
musical feast for music enthusiasts.

The festival, filled with vibrant visuals and great enthusiasm, 
was attended by academics, choir conductors from both 
Turkey and abroad, and choir enthusiasts.”
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    UNIVERSITY OF ELBASAN “ALEKSANDËR XHUVANI”

MEETING WITH THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO 
ALBANIA MR. ALASTAIR KING-SMITH

MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR OF SWEDEN TO 
ALBANIA, MRS. ELSA HÅSTAD

The Rector of the University of Elbasan, Prof. Dr. Skender 
Topi, held a fruitful meeting as part of internationalization 
with the British Ambassador to Albania, Mr. Alastair King-
Smith.

During the meeting, they discussed the possibilities of 
increasing cooperation between the University of Elbasan, 
the British Embassy in Albania, and Higher Education 
Institutions in Britain. The Rector emphasized the importance 
of advancing higher education through the implementation 
of concrete collaborations. He mentioned the creation of 

joint programs, participation in projects, the development 
of open lectures for students by British experts, the increase 
in academic mobility, and changing the narrative regarding 
emigration.

As part of his visit, Mr. King-Smith also held a meeting 
with students where issues related to students and their 
academic development were discussed.

For more information, please visit; https://uniel.edu.al/
universiteti-ue/drejtorite/drejtoria-e-koordinimit-dhe-
marredhenieve-me-jashte

The Vice-Rector of the University of Elbasan welcomed 
the Swedish Ambassador to Albania, Ms. Elsa Håstad, in an 
official meeting.

During this meeting, discussions revolved around existing 
collaborations and prospects for future cooperation with 
higher education institutions in Sweden, as well as other 
partner institutions.

This meeting took place within the framework of the 8th 
Roundtable on Gender Issues, with the theme “Women’s 

Activism for Gender Equality,” organized in collaboration 
with the Department of Foreign Languages. Ms. Håstad, 
along with Mr. Michele Ribotta, the representative of UN 
Women in Albania, and Ms. Mirela Gjoni from the Elbasan 
Women’s Forum, engaged in discussions with students about 
empowering women’s voices in society and increasing their 
participation in various spheres of society.

For more information, please visit; https://uniel.edu.al/
universiteti-ue/drejtorite/drejtoria-e-koordinimit-dhe-
marredhenieve-me-jashte
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    UNIVERSITY OF ELBASAN “ALEKSANDËR XHUVANI”

THE UNIVERSITY OF ELBASAN “ALEKSANDËR XHUVANI” SUCCESSFULLY 
HELD THE 2ND INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CONFERENCE ON 
“CHALLENGES OF THE NEW GENERATIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.”
In his welcoming speech, the Rector of the University, 

Prof. Dr. Skender Topi, expressed his appreciation for 
student engagement, considering this conference as the 
right platform to promote student talent and create an open 
debate on topics that are most important to them. As part 
of this conference, a Student Competition for Artistic and 
Artisanal Works was also held, with awards given for the 
best work.

The conference was attended and addressed by the 
Minister of Education and Sports, Prof. Dr. Evis Kushi, the 
State Minister for Youth and Children, Ms. Bora Muzhaqi, 
the Mayor of Elbasan, Mr. Gledian Llatja, the Mayor of 

Maltepe, Istanbul, Mr. Ali Kiliç, as well as the director of the 
Regional Directorate of the National Employment and Skills 
Agency, Ms. Marsida Hyseni.

This conference, organized by the University of Elbasan, 
demonstrated the significant increase in student interest 
in exploring the fields of science, establishing their 
international networks, and presenting their original work. 
It also facilitated productive discussions and interactions 
among their peers.

For more information, please visit; https://uniel.edu.al/
universiteti-ue/drejtorite/drejtoria-e-koordinimit-dhe-
marredhenieve-me-jashte
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    UNIVERSITY OF ELBASAN “ALEKSANDËR XHUVANI”

TURKISH AMBASSADOR TO ALBANIA, MR. TAYYAR KAĞAN ATAY, 
VISITED THE UNIVERSITY OF ELBASAN “ALEKSANDËR XHUVANI”
Turkish Ambassador to Albania, Mr. Tayyar Kağan Atay, 

visited the University of Elbasan “Aleksandër Xhuvani” as 
part of the activities commemorating the 100th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations between Albania and Turkey. During 
his visit, he met with the Rector, Prof. Dr. Skender Topi, and 
engaged in a dialogue with students and faculty members of 
the university.

In his welcoming speech, Prof. Topi emphasized the 
excellent level of Albania-Turkey relations, exceptional 
cooperation with prestigious universities in Turkey under the 
Erasmus+ program, the ongoing joint projects that have seen 
continuous growth year after year, and the opportunities for 
studying the Turkish language at the University of Elbasan.

Ambassador Atay expressed his appreciation for Prof. 
Topi’s efforts in creating spaces and opportunities for 
learning the Turkish language at the University of Elbasan. 
He also noted the increasing interest of young people in 
studying Turkish and highlighted the advantages that can 
be offered to young individuals pursuing university studies 
through full scholarships from undergraduate to doctoral 
levels.

For more information, please visit; https://uniel.edu.al/
universiteti-ue/drejtorite/drejtoria-e-koordinimit-dhe-
marredhenieve-me-jashte
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UNIVERSITY OF IOANNINA

The University of Ioannina recently joined a European 
consortium of seven higher education institutions, which 
aimed at submitting a proposal for funding under an EU 
Call for Projects. The alliance worked together closely 
(teleworking) to draft a proposal addressing a specific theme 
through a collaborative perspective. The aim of the project 
is to advance knowledge and train students in a subject 
area which is not addressed adequately in one national 
educational context alone or by one single institution.

After the proposal was filed our collaboration continued. 
We shifted to meetings by physical presence. Each partner 
University, in turns, acts as host organization, and  the 
costs for travel, organization and subsistence are all covered 
through the Erasmus programme (Learning mobility), since 
we have all signed inter-institutional agreements to support 
our physical mobility.

Our University hosted a well-structured core meeting, 
in Metsovo (a mountainside town straddling the Pindus 
mountain range which is considered to be the hidden winter 

gem of Greece), 24-27/04/2023, welcoming delegations from 
5 of the 7 partner universities. This experience represented 
an excellent opportunity to get to know and evaluate our 
partner university, especially with regards to issues as 
trustworthiness, professionalism, communication, work 
ethics and approach to education. 

During the meeting all participants recognized the 
challenges of the present, in any collaborative activity: 
designing compatible fee policies, aligning regulatory 
issues, customs and different educational systems, assuring 
quality processes, overcoming language differences, 
and contributing the same level of commitment to and 
engagement in the project. 

The different roundtables that were organized and the very 
fruitful discussions that took place had a common objective: 
the brainstorming and the emergence of concrete projects 
both in the field of teaching and research on a specific topic 
that our consortium is tackling.
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