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ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI

SCIENTISTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY OF THE ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY
OF THESSALONIKI IMPLEMENT THE NEW NETWORK SERVICE FOR MONITORING
GROUND MOVEMENTS USING SATELLITE DATA OF COPERNICUS SENTINEL

In order to better manage geo-hazards, such as earthquakes,
landslides, volcanic eruptions, etc., scientists from the
Department of Geology at the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki used radar data from the Copernicus Sentinel-1
satellite mission and created a new advanced service called S

motioP mAPPING), for monitoring territorial movements.
The service, which has already been utilized during the
recent strong earthquake of magnitude 7.0 on the Richter
scale of Samos, is offered through the GEP (Geohazards
Exploitation Platform) which is an initiative of the European
Space Agency (ESA). Its implementation was carried out by
European scientists, headed by Assistant. Professor of the
Department of Geology, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,
Michalis Foumelis. The services of the GEP platform are used
worldwide by more than 80 organizations in 32 countries.

THE HOLOMONTAS ASTRONOMICAL STATION OF THE ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF
THESSALONIKI IS PART OF THE “FIBER IN THE SKY” PROGRAM OF THE EUROPEAN

SPACE AGENCY

With the aim of developing the new generation of secure,
satellite communications in the European Union, with
the method of quantum optical signal encryption, the
Holomontas Astronomical Station of the Aristotle University
of Thessaloniki in Halkidiki was selected by the European
Space Agency (ESA) for its pilot program. title “Fiber in the
sky”, following a proposal by the Department of Astronomy,
Astrophysics and Engineering of the Department of Physics
of AUTh.

In full development, the station will use two specialized,
robotic telescopes, which will be used in other research
objects, such as the observation of potentially dangerous

parqg]iﬂino asteroids and the detection nfgravifnfinna] wave
o

More information:

-for ESA at the link
https://www.esa.int/Applications/Observing_the_
Earth/ESA_for Earth

-for the possibilities and ways to access the services
of the GEP platform https://discuss.terradue.com/t/
gep-offering-expands-to-include-operational-
service-packs-and-esa-sponsorship-for-science-
users/917

-for the GEP platform https://geohazards-tep.eu
-for the results of the study of the earthquake of

Samos https://eo4society.esa.int/2021/02/04/new-
psi-service-snapping-operational-on-the-gep

\

sources in the optical wavelengths, as part of its scientific
team. Professor of the Physics Department of AUTh Nikos
Stergioulas in the international Virgo program.

The “Fiber in the sky” program will provide services such as:
interconnection and integration of satellite systems, support
of terrestrial networks and provision of telecommunications
services, provision of services to search and rescue operations
and emergencies (e.g. natural disasters), coverage of remote
areas with high speed telecommunications and remote
handling of equipment at remote locations. The “Fiber in
the sky” program is part of the broader Euro QCI (Quantum
Communication Infrastructure) program.
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IONIAN UNIVERSITY

The current academic year has been the most challenging
in recent times for most HEIs, since nearly all academic
functions must be carried out remotely. With students
absent from university premises, and all educational activity
taking place in virtual rooms via digital means, there is a
lack of natural interaction which under normal conditions
characterizes academic daily life, and which is particularly
important for the formation and cultivation of the spirit of
young scientists.

Despite the challenges and changes brought about by
the ongoing pandemic, the Ionian University continues
- as it should - to operate, adapt, educate, research, and
grow. With a new rectorate methodically striving towards
academic prosperity, and quality development at the heart
of the institution’s goal setting, the L.U. employs vision,
consistency, transparency and accountability, implementing
a series of reorganization interventions and modernization
actions, while investing in extroversion to augment its social

contribution and strengthen its connection with society, as
befits a public higher education institution.

These efforts have already borne fruit, such as the successful
completion of the certification of the Ionian University
quality assurance system with high marks, as well as a long
list of academic achievements and actions of international
scope, all of which allow the I.U. to look confidently towards
the future and its new challenges.

Links: E ’i""‘ E
University website: ﬁ:ﬁ‘#

http://www.ionio.gr/
University brochure in English:

https://ionio.gr/download.
php?f=12000-12999/1U-nf-12035-10776-en.
pdf

ESTABLISHMENT OF HIGH STANDARD MEMORY CLINICS IN GREECE\

EAAHNIKH NMPOTOBOYALA ENANTIA
o o kol wpg AL v PipokBgeos oo

The Hellenic Initiative Against Alzheimer’s Disease
(HIAAD.org), expressed by the collaboration of Johns
Hopkins University’s Richman Family Precision Medicine
Center of Excellence in Alzheimer’s Disease and the Ionian
University’s Bioinformatics and Human Electrophysiology
Lab (BiHELab), announced the formation of high standard
Memory Clinics in Greece, as well as the creation of Dementia
and Mild Cognitive Disorder maps.

The Clinics aim at the comprehensive care of patients and
their families in accordance with international practices.
At the same time, the Greek map of Dementia and Mild
Cognitive Disorder will contribute to the recording of the
number of patients, and in combination with the Memory

Clinics will contribute to the treatment of the disease that
is constantly spreading. At present, there are 36 Memory
Centers in Greece operating since August in university-
affiliated hospitals in 10 cities, and which will be considerably
upgraded under the program.

As Professor Panagiotis Vlamos, President of the Ionian
University’s Research Center and Director of the BiHELab
explains, the indications that dementia and Alzheimer’s
disease are taking on pandemic proportions in Greece
prompted these initiatives, the ultimate goal being to help
formulate policies regarding the area and the type of services
that should be offered to people with dementia and their
families, in order to meet the ever-increasing needs.
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IONIAN UNIVERSITY

THE IONIAN UNIVERSITY JOINS THE SCHOLARS AT RISK NETWORK\

An LU. Senate decision approved the affiliation of the
university with the Scholars at Risk (SAR) organization as a
founding member of its Greek branch. SAR is an international
network of higher education institutions and individuals
working to protect threatened scientists and academics and
promote academic freedom.

SAR protects scholars who face serious threats to their lives,
their freedom and their well-being, by providing temporary
research and teaching positions in network institutions
and by providing advisory services and recommendations
for their further progress. The SAR network has developed
a number of initiatives to identify, document, and take
action in response to attacks on scientists and academics,
students, and higher education communities. At a time
when worldwide freedom of research and expression is being
restricted, Scholars at Risk brings together teachers, students
and members of the higher education community to discuss
global and regional academic freedom and develop solutions
that enhance the university space. The network also organizes
seminars, conferences, programs and events involving both
professors and university students. The Academic Freedom
Monitoring Project started in 2012 and since 2015 publishes
the annual Free to Think Report.

CREATION OF THE IONIAN ISLANDS MUSEUM NETWORK

The recently (2019) established Ionian University Museum,
aiming to strengthen cooperation in the field of museums
and culture, coordinated the efforts for the establishment of
an Ionian Islands Museum Network (DIMIN) which led to
the signing of a cooperation memorandum by 13 non-profit
museum organizations in the Ionian Islands. Created during
the pandemic, DIMIN is the outcome of a dialogue between
representatives of museums and cultural institutions from
Zakynthos, Ithaca, Corfu, Kefalonia and Lefkada. “Small”
and regional actors networking is an important step in their
development and sustainability, as it allows them to focus on
initiatives to enhance their common vision and offer benefits

\

that will be disseminated to local and wider community.

The purposes of the DIMIN network concern museum
viability, the creation of a common cultural policy, and the
promotion of the distinct Ionian cultural identity, while
objectives include extroversion, increase in visitor traffic,
joint planning of actions, events and programs for creative
/ educational / research activities, creative interaction with
the local community and collection visitors, as well as the
development of innovative actions aiming at the participation
and inclusion of the local communities and visitors through,
amongst others, the use of new technologies.

LU.INTERNAL QUALITY ASSURANCE SYSTEM CERTIFICATION REPORT\

In December 2020, after an evaluation by a group of
independent experts — academics, the certification report of
the Greek Internal Quality Assurance System awarded the
Ionian University a placing in the highest category of full
compliance with the principles of the Quality Standard of
the National Higher Education Authority (HAHE), as well

as the Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in
the European Higher Education Area (ESG). For the I.U.
this marks the starting point for a new course that meets
the challenges of the times and the quality standards of the
future.
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ISTANBUL SABAHATTIN ZAIM UNIVERSITY

IZU CONTINUES TO BE INTERNATIONALLY AWARDED \

Cambridge IFA has awarded Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim
University the 3G Green University Campus of the Year 2020
in the category of “3G Good Governance, Sustainability and
Green Campus 2020

Speaking at the online award ceremony, and pointing out
that last year, IZU was placed among the best five hundred
sustainable universities around the world by GreenMetric.
The honourable Rector, Prof. Dr. Mehmet Bulut stated that
Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University has got a sustainable area
of 60 large and beautiful square kilometres green campus yet
could maintain very low level of minimum carbon footprint.

He also said that, with more than 11 thousand students
from 95 countries, 4 thousand among them are graduate

DRUG STUDY AT IZU AGAINST COVID-19

In a study made with their thesis advisor, Vice Coordinator
of Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University Laboratories and
Halal Foods R&D Excellence Centre Researcher, Bilal Cakur,
worked on a drug candidate made from protein in goat’s milk
which is found to be effective against the novel coronavirus
(Covid-19).

For about 10 years, Cakir has carried out several studies on
the effectiveness of valuable bioactive compounds acquired
from dairy and herbal products, especially on cancer and
cardiovascular diseases. He also focused on drugs that can
be used in the treatment of Covid-19 Pandemic.

In their study, Cakir and their thesis advisor from Marmara
University Prof. Dr. Tugba Tunali- Faculty of Dentistry, Prof.

students, IZU is growing day by day. He also emphasized
that IZU academicians are pioneers in the fields of Islamic
Economics and Finance, Halal Industry, Political Science,
and International Relations.

Prof. Bulut concluded his speech saying that we are
continually doing our utmost to secure students’ higher
education, one that extends from our noble past to the bright
future.

London-based Cambridge (IFA) provides strategic
consultancy to governments, financial institutions, and
multilateral organizations in the fields of economy,
management, investment and has since 2016 been granting
awards in various categories.

\

Dr. Goksel §ener and Assoc. Dr. Betiil Okuyan from Faculty
of Pharmacy, discovered that bioactive peptides found in
goat’s milk proteins were effective against Covid-19.

Cakar’s research on developing a Covid-19 drug candidate
from the active substance in goat’s milk was published in
European Journal of Pharmacology. While advancing his
endeavour and obtaining a patent, Cakir will also apply for a
project at Scientific and Technological Research Council of
Turkey (TUBITAK).

https://www.izu.edu.tr/
haberler/2021/01/21/izu-de-covid-19-a-
kars%C4%B1-ilac-calismasi
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ISTANBUL SABAHATTIN ZAIM UNIVERSITY

IZU HOSTS THE INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC ECONOMICS AND FINANCE CONFERENCE\

‘ Cumhurbaskant: Salgin siirecinde mali bagimsizligimizdan taviz vermedik

Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University hosted the 12th
International Conference on Islamic Economics and
Finance, the world’s most prestigious conference on Islamic
economics and finance between 14-20 June 2020. President
of the Republic of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the
Minister of Treasury and Finance, Berat Albayrak, and the
Minister of Economy of Pakistan, Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh
and many other distinguished scholars and speakers where
present.

The President of the Republic of Turkey, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan pointed out that with the outbreak of Coronavirus
(Covid-19) Pandemic, the whole world entered a new
era, thus experiencing radical changes. The President
emphasized that even though this pandemic is primarily
related to health, it affects almost every area of life in terms
of its consequences and has caused aftershocks in many

IZU STUDENTS PRODUCED A ROBOT HAND

IEEE IZU students, already working on learning and
experiencing engineering theories and practices in electricity,
electronics, computers, and automation, came to the fore with
a new social responsibility project. Thanks to Robotel, one of
the projects supported by IEEE IZU, it produced economical
and usable robot-hand produced with 3D printers with
personal dimensions and qualities for individuals in need
for prosthetics. The robot-hand produced became a hope for
Melisa, whose one hand was congenitally lost.

With the Robotel project, which was created based on
an international movement, children who lost their hands
congenitally or because of accidents and whose prosthesis
insertion process is more troublesome, can acquire new
hands. Prostheses, which need to change frequently with the
development of children, are far above the prices that middle
and low families can afford. This situation prevents many
children from having prostheses.

areas, whether in labour market, commerce, personal
relationships, or public security.

President Erdogan said that “Islamic economics is the key
to solving the crisis”. He stated: “Over-financing has created
an obese economic model that does not consider the social
and human costs and acts only with the concern of rent. It
is necessary to extend the use of productions like sukuk for
the financing of long term large infrastructure investments.”
President Erdogan also underlined that the goal to make
Istanbul, located at the crossroads of continents and
cultures, the centre of Islamic finance and economy.

https://www.izu.edu.tr/
haberler/2020/07/08/cumhurbaskani-
erdogan-islam-iktisadi-krizden-cikisin-
anahtaridir

Considering all these, IEEE IZU volunteer students started
the Robotel project. Following the information received,
13-year-old Melisa Gokgoz, whose one hand was congenitally
missing, her family was contacted and hosted at Istanbul
Sabahattin Zaim University for robot-hand measures.

The students, who started modelling and scaling studies,
successfully completed both printing the model via 3D
printer and the application phase of robot-hand on Melisa.
As a result of the team’s one-month work, Robotel was
delivered to Melisa on December 27, 2018.

https://www.izu.edu.tr/
haberler/2018/12/28/i-2%C3%BC-
%C3%B6%C4%9Frencileri-robot-el-
%C3%BCretti
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ISTANBUL TECHNICAL UNIVERITY

ITU IS 1ST IN TURKEY IN 10 SUBJECTS OF QS SUBJECT
BASED WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS

Subject based world university rankings
determined by the world-renowned British
education consultancy firm QS (Quacquarelli
Symonds) has been announced. Obtaining very
successful degrees among Turkish universities,
ITU raised the bar since last year when it entered
the list at the 218th place and ranked 202nd in
the world (with 69.5 points) in “Engineering and
Technology” subject this year.

https://haberler.itu.edu.tr/en/
newsdetail/2021/03/04/i-t%C3%BC-is-
Ist-in-turkey-in-10-areas-of-qs-area-
based-world-university-rankings

OUR STUDENT WHO WORE THE UNIFORM WITH THE
CRESCENT AND THE STAR BECAME BALKAN CHAMPION

Turkey completed
Balkan Indoor Athletics
Championships recently
held at Istanbul at the first
place with a total of 15
medals. Our national athletes
broke 6 Turkey records, as
well. ITU student Ali Aksu,
who wore the uniform with
the crescent and the star for
the first time, was acclaimed
for his performance in the
races. Last year, the young
athlete had become Turkey’s
Third in 87th Turkish
Senior and U-23 Athletics
Championships.

https://www.itu.edu.tr/en/
news-detail/2021/02/23/i-
t%C3%BC-student-who-
wore-the-uniform-with-

the-crescent-and-the-star-
became-balkan-champion
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